Self-Evaluation

From April 2005 it has been a requirement for Childminders to complete a self-evaluation form for their Ofsted Inspection.

These are available in the back of the Ofsted publication ‘Are you ready for your inspection ?’  or from the Ofsted website http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/index.cfm?fuseaction=pubs.displayfile&id=3883&type=pdf
It is good practice to review and evaluate your service on a more regular basis than every three years. Ideally you should carry this out at least annually.

Set aside an hour of undisturbed time to look at the 5 Inspection Outcomes, the 14 National Standards and the 4 Aspects of the Birth to three framework. Highlight your good practices and identify any areas that you are not covering or that may require some improvement. Then develop an action plan on how you are going to achieve this. To simplify the process we had designed a grid for you to print out and use (or you can adapt it to suit your own individual needs) Still not sure where to start or what to write? Then take a look at our sample one, partly completed to give you a few ideas on good practice and improvement areas.

Keep all your planning sheets and use these to show your Ofsted Inspector how you have continually worked to improve your service over the three year inspection period.

This could make the difference between ‘good’ and ‘outstanding’

