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Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these everytime we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding Nationally and Locally!

Scam Email hits local childminders

We have now been contacted by several childminders in Bromley  and neighbouring boroughs who have received these emails. For further information please see link on News page of website.

Ofsted change complaints procedure

Nursery World published an article last week announing changes to the recording of complaints on Ofsted reports, for further details please see News page on BCMA website.

Ofsted introduce ‘Safe and Sound’

On the 18th August Ofsted launched their report and new website ‘Safe and Sound’. For further details and a link to the new site, look on the BCMA website, Safety Issues, Safe and Sound.

New Ofsted Childcare Register Consultation

The Government is now seeking views on proposals for the requirements that providers must meet in order to be placed on the Ofsted Childcare Register and the arrangements for checking that they continue to meet those requirements over time. The full consultation document sets out these proposals in detail. For further information and links to the documents please see the News page on the BCMA website.
Registering as a Food business

From 1 January 2006, a number of new food hygiene Regulations apply in the UK. This now means all Ofsted Registered Childminders must register with their local Environmental Health Office as a Food Business.

 Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service have been working closely with the Council’s Environmental Health Team and in September 2006 they will be sending out in the mailout documents regarding how to register and guidance to ensure you have good practice in place with regards to food hygiene and storage. Environmental Services have kindly agreed that these documents can be made available on our website, after they have been mailed out. Keep a look out for our new Food hygiene page which will be available shortly.
Qualifications

Now is a good time to consider your professional development. Orpington College are still enrolling students on the Diploma in Home-based Childcare starting later in the month and The Open University are currently accepting applications forms for those wishing to study the E123 and E124 courses. (Certificate In Early Years Practice level 4) Further information on these and other qualifications are available on the new Qualification page on the BCMA website.

Local incidents 

There have been two separate incidents during August where group childcare settings in the Borough have called the police to report a man behaving inappropriately. (See News page for further information) Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service have suggested that all providers are vigilant and report any concerns to the police.

BCMA receive funding

We are delighted to announce that we have now received funding for the current financial year from Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service. This now guarantees the continued delivery of the core services, the website, PO Box and telephone helpline and provides us with an opportunity to extend our services to meet the needs of Bromley Childminders. If you have any ideas of additional services/resources that we could provide please send us an email.

Business Cards

Are you wanting professionally printed business cards or stationary to help promote your childminding busness?

Why not ‘click’ on the free business icon on the front page of the BCMA site. Each order received via this gives BCMA £2 in commission.

Everyclick

Raise money for BROMLEY CHILDMINDING ASSOCIATION just by searching the web!
www.everyclick.com is a search engine with a difference - it donates revenue!
Please register to support BCMA by using www.everyclick.com for all your searches
Last month BCMA earned nearly £30 in commission just by using the everyclick site as a search engine. Why not do your bit to help raise funds?

Visitors to the site

BCMA first launched their website back in mid-February. Since then the number of visitors using the site has grown incredibily. We are now rapidly approaching our 5000 visitor in under 7 months! Please don’t keep our website a secret, do tell your childminding friends and other parents about us. You can use the ‘tell a friend’ link  on the Help and Advice page of the website.

Thanks from Liz

Liz Hodgman has asked us to pass on her thanks to all the childminders. 

‘Thank you for the lovely send off you gave me at the National Playday event in August. I have really enjoyed spending the Glades vouchers and have purchased some lovely new shoes for work. The flowers were beautiful and the book containing all your best wishes will be treasured. I have loved working with you all over the last four years and although I will no longer be working for Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service I will still be very involved with the BCMA and will continue to write for their website.’

Previous newsletters are available to download from the BCMA Website, Policies and procedures, other Downloads.

If you no longer wish to remain on our mailing list, please email us and put ‘No longer wish to subscribe’ in the subject box. Thank you.

info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
