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                                           Electronic Newsletter Issue 6 July 2006  

Welcome to our sixth electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these everytime we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding Nationally and Locally!

National Childminding Week

BCMA and Bromley Childminders were at the NCMA launch of National Childminding Week, 17th-24th June 2006. The event was reported in Nursery World with a photograph of 4 Bromley Childminders and their children enjoying a show by Mr Bonkers. For a full report please see

http://www.bromleycma.org.uk/page40.html
The Bromley Times also published BCMA’s press release on the special themed drop-ins that were run during childminding week. For further details http://www.bromleycma.org.uk/press_releases.html
Beckenham and West Wickham Lions Event 1st July 2006

A very successful event, raising not only some much needed funds for the Association but also the profile of childminding in the Borough. For a full report see

http://www.bromleycma.org.uk/page42.html
DfES announce increase in registration fees

Dfes have announced that with effect from October 2006 the application fee to become a childminder will rise from £14 to £18. The annual fee for childminders will rise from £11 to £14.

The Great Parenting Experiment
From July 17th, ITV will be broadcasting a new series showing families using the Triple P Parenting program to help manage their children’s behaviour. As a big National experiment, they are inviting parents of three to nine year old children to work alongside the series and try out positive parenting advice for themselves.

The parents will be asked to fill out questionnaires on how well they are coping with parenting and how they are feeling before and after they watch the show, and again a few months later to see whether the advice has helped their child. This information will be used to evaluate the series –the research will be carried out by the university of Manchester and the University of Queensland Australia, and is being supported by a UK Government grant.

If you work with any parents who you think may be interested in taking part in this project, please direct them to www.greatparentingexperiment.net where they can find out more and register.

The series is called ‘Driving Mum and Dad Mad’ and starts on ITV1 at 9pm on 17th July.

See www.itv.com/mumanddad
National Play Day 2nd August 2006

Join BCMA to celebrate National Play Day. The event will take place at the West Wickham Drop-In venue, The Grove, just off the High Street. More details of times and the special activities we have planned will follow shortly, please put the date in your diary!

E.Coli outbreak 

To keep up to date with the latest news on the situation at Hayes Primary School please visit http://www.bromley.gov.uk/news/temporary_closure_of_hayes_primary_school.htm
Copies of all the literature sent in the mail out from Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service on 30th June 2006 are available on our website http://www.bromleycma.org.uk/page41.html
Parents Week 2006 (16-22 October 2006)

The National Family and Parenting Institute is running its seventh parents’ week in October. It’s a week designed to put families at the top of the political agenda, locally and nationally. BCMA would like to hear any suggestions on how we could celebrate this event and promote childminding. With the theme 'Happy Families?' the focus is on relationships, the bedrock of families and communities.
www.nfpi.org.uk
Fundraising

BCMA have received no funding from other organisations this year, we therefore need to raise funds to maintain the services of the telephone helpline, PO Box Address and Website. We do not want to charge a membership fee as we feel this may exclude some childminders. However you can help in a variety of ways:

· Raise money for BROMLEY CHILDMINDING ASSOCIATION just by searching the web!
www.everyclick.com is a search engine with a difference - it donates revenue!
Please register to support BCMA by using www.everyclick.com for all your searches. (You actually need to complete a very quick and simple on line form to register your support for BCMA with everyclick)
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You may have seen this or similar logos around the website, they link to an online shopping centre with high street shops such as Early Learning Centre, Focus DIY, John Lewis, M&S and Mother care to name a few. If you make any purchases from this website BCMA will earn a commission. Please remember next time you go to order goods or services on line to check if it is available through our on-line shop. 
· Hiring the inflatables and bouncy castles (have you seen the new additions to our range, great for keeping the children entertained during the school holidays!)
· Purchasing Contact Diaries http://www.bromleycma.org.uk/contact.html
· Have you benefited from using this website? Then why not send us a donation to say thank you? All donations will be gratefully received, however small.
We are also looking for storage for some of our equipment that is only used during the summer months for the large promotional events. This includes items such as the rolls of  orange fencing and the stakes. If you are able to offer BCMA some free storage it would be very greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your support.

info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
