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                                           Electronic Newsletter Issue 5 June 2006  

Welcome to our fifth electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these everytime we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding Nationally and Locally!

The website has been updated and now contains the following new documents; Child Protection Policy,Childminding Record of Attendance (Weekly), Childminding Record of Attendance (Monthly), Confidentiality Policy, Dietary Customs, Dropping off and collection Policy, Equal Opportunities Policy, House Rules, House Rules (Pictures), Managing Behaviour Policy, Settling in Policy, Sick Child Policy, Sign Language: Welcome, Terrorist Attack Procedure, Accident and Incident Policy and transporting Children Policy. There is also a downloadable Excel spreadsheet for basic accounts.

We would like to highlight a few issues that we have been asked to publicise so that childminders are aware of them. 

Childminders must inform Ofsted as soon as possible about:

· any food poisoning affecting two or more children looked after at the premises, meningitis or other notifiable disease

· any serious accident or injury to, or serious illness of, or the death of any child whilst in your care

· any serious accident or injury to, or serious illness of, or the death of any other person on the premises

· any allegations of serious harm against, or abuse of, a child by any person looking after children at the premises (whether that allegation relates to harm or abuse committed on the premises or elsewhere); or by the registered person, or any person living, working or employed on the premises

· any other significant event which is likely to affect the suitability of the registered person or any person caring for children on the premises, such as any offences or orders that may disqualify them.
This information can be found in Annex C of the ‘Framework for the regulation of Childminding and Daycare’ It is recommended that all childminders read this section. Please see the website for a link to the full document.

Transporting Children in Cars

The National Standard Safety 6.17 clearly states that ‘Children are not left unattended on outings or in a vehicle’ Leaving a child in a car whilst the childminder collects another child from (pre-) school is not acceptable. Ofsted can and have suspended childminder’s registration for doing this.

Moving House

Childminders must inform Ofsted if they are moving house and follow their instructions. Further details and a risk assessment form can be downloaded from the Policies Page of the website. It is illegal to childmind from a property that has not been registered by Ofsted.
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Fundraising
BCMA do not ask childminders to pay a membership fee each year, but we do need funding to continue to maintain the website and helpline etc. You may have seen this or similar logos around the website, they link to an online shopping centre with high street shops such as Early Learning Centre, Focus DIY, John Lewis, M&S and Mothercare to name a few. If you make any purchases from this website BCMA will earn a commission. Please remember next time you go to order goods or services on line to check if it is available through our on-line shop. Thank you for your support.

Visitors

You may have noted that we have added a counter to the front page of the site. We are delighted at the number of visitors who have been on the site since it was officially launched in mid February 2006. We would like to extend a warm welcome to out of Borough Visitors and hope that they have found the website useful.

We would really like your feedback on the site. Let us know what you find useful, what is missing and any suggestions for pages or downloads. Please leave comments on the visitors book or email us.

Ofsted Direct;Early Years

Ofsted have recently produced their second electronic newsletter. A link to the Ofsted page containing the newsletter can be found on the ‘Preparing for your inspection’ page of the BCMA website.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Have you obtained a copy of the draft Early Years Foundation Stage? This consultation is open until 28th July and we strongly urge all childminders to read the document and respond, either directly themselves or through us or Bromley Early Years. Details of how to obtain a copy and our preliminary findings are available on the ‘News’ page of the BCMA website.

Workforce Development and the Transformation Fund

The Government have provided funding to each local authority to raise the qualification levels of the childcare workforce over the next two years. Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service will be organising consultation events for all childcare providers to attend. Look out for the dates in a mail out from them shortly. 

New Committee Members

We are looking to recruit new committee members to represent each of the Strategic Planning Areas of the borough. (To find out which area you live in visit the ‘How to find a childminder’ page.) If you are interested in finding out more please contact us either via email or on the helpline. We hold committee meetings approximately 8 times a year. We are looking for  childminders who mix regularly with other local childminders, either at Drop-Ins, toddler Groups, Pre-schools or schools and feel able to represent them and their concerns at a committee meeting and then feedback. 

Dates for your Diary
National Childminding Week  19th –23rd June 2006. Let us know how you celebrated. 

Meet the Minder Saturday 10th June 2006 See the website for more details of this event organised by Bromley Early Years

info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
