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Electronic Newsletter Issue 33
October  2008
Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
The introduction of EYFS
The news was full of the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage at the beginning of September. We received our highest number of website visitors on 1st September (426 unique visitors) and this month in total over 9000 visitors! Book sales of Look Listen and Note and Planning have continued to be high. The EYFS section of the website now contains lots of information and ideas on how to implement the new framework. 
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 Ofsted have published their latest electronic newsletter. It contains childcare information:
Evaluating success  - a first hand view of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
The results are out  - consultation on the publication of the early years and childcare registers.
Completing the picture  - early years national report launched.
Inspection and regulation in childcare  - providers, managers and parents gives their views.
   Our AGM was held on 4th September with over 80 childminders

   present. Our thanks go to Jane Cole for giving a very interesting 
   talk on ‘catching the moment’ under EYFS.

 For further information on all these items see the News page of the website. 
Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme.
October is Black History Month. More information on this annual celebration of achievements of the Black Community can be found at http://www.blackhistorymonthuk.co.uk/ 
Friday 10th October Bookstart Day and the theme this year is Pirates. Small pirate books and bookmarks are available as well as activities to celebrate.
Saturday 11th October is the start of Family Learning Week. Why not collect some Family learning booklets from your local library and give a copy to each family, or organise an event of your own.

Humphrey’s National Pyjama week is 13th -17th October. Celebrate the 10th anniversary of Humphrey’s Corner and help to raise money for The Children’s Trust. 
www.thechildrentrust.org.uk/humphrey
Halloween is on 31st October. Check that all your families are happy to celebrate this event as some people might be offended.

October is a busy month for lots of religions with Diwali, the Hindu New Year and the Jewish festival of Sukkot. Visit the following website for more information

http://woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/calendar.htm#oct
We are now a month into the Early Years Foundation Stage and we would love to hear from Childminders who have been inspected under the new EYFS framework. If you are inspected and would like to share your experience to help others then please get in touch either via email or on the help line.

Together, 
we can make such a difference 
to Childminding in Bromley
info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
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