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Electronic Newsletter Issue 35
December  2008
Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
News
We have received requests from Childminders from around the country who would like some support in writing a business plan. Some local authorities are wanting business plans before Childminders can access the Nursery Education Funding. We have recently published a page on the website that we hope will support these Childminders to develop a useful business plan.
We have also published this month a page on feedback from Suzanne’s outstanding Ofsted Inspection. See link from front page.

Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme.
Dec 22-29 Hanukkah (Jewish)
"Hanukkah" comes from the Hebrew root "Hanokh," inaugurate. We light the menorah on all eight nights of Hanukkah to commemorate the rededication of the ancient temple in Jerusalem, when the last remaining container of undefiled oil miraculously lasted for eight nights.

The following website provides ideas for crafts and activities to celebrate this festival.

http://www.dltk-kids.com/World/jewish/hanukah.htm
Dec 25th Christmas  Want some different ideas for crafts this year, visit 

http://www.dltk-holidays.com/xmas/index.html  for some inspiration!

Help the children to track Santa as he travels across the world delivering presents with NORAD,

http://www.noradsanta.org/  The North American Aerospace Defence Command provide a great website of fun and games building up to the big day where they track Santa as he delivers presents to all the children. 

 The BCMA Committee would like to wish all their Childminding colleagues and web readers a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2009.
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