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Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!





Websites 1st Birthday


Later this month we are celebrating the first birthday of the website. It was officially launched in the Bromley Early Years February 2006 Half Term Mail out by a Newsletter from BCMA. Over the last year the site has grown from just 4 pages to over 100 with several hundred downloadable policies, procedures and permission forms. We would like to take this opportunity of thanking Pat Myles the web designer and Liz Hodgman the web writer who have both worked incredibly hard in the evenings and weekends to make this possible. 


The number of the visitors to the site has steadily grown and it is anticipated that 10,000 plus visitors will have been on the site by the 1st Birthday. 





Year Book 2007


The Year Book was delivered to Bromley Early Years for dispatch on Monday 29th January and will hopefully be with all Bromley Childminders shortly. A coloured PDF version will be available to download from the website shortly, however we have a limited number of additional copies available for anyone to purchase. The cost is £2-50 including postage. Please contact us via email info@bromleycma.org.uk or by telephone 0208 777 7559 if you want to order a copy.





Competition 


BCMA, working in partnership with www.kidpremiership.com are delighted to launch the first in a series of competitions for Childminders to enter. Based around the Every Child Matters Outcomes of staying safe and keeping healthy, the competitions are designed to stimulate discussion whilst doing a creative activity. To find out further information, prizes and how to enter visit the new page on the website.





Web updates


There have been several new pages and entries to the website since our last newsletter in the New year.


Update on the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage


Ideas for packed lunches


New policies and permission forms


Learning Stories with downloads


Traffic Club


The Traffic Club have an excellent Childminding ‘goody bag’ available free of charge to all Childminders living in the London area (funded by Transport for London) It contains glove puppets for you and the children, art aprons and lots o ideas  to help you teach the children about road safety. For details of how to order and a link to their website see www.bromleycma.org.uk








CD ROM


Do you not have a Broadband connection? If you are dialing up the Internet then you may find that it takes a while to download some of the documents and this can become frustrating and expensive. We have now produced copies of all the downloads onto a CD Rom that is available to buy at the cost of £5, including postage. Please let any fellow Childminders know that are not linked to the Internet but have access to a computer as they may be interested in purchasing a copy too. For further information please contact us by email info@bromleycma.org.uk or by telephone 0208 777 7559





Laptop and printers


We have recently purchased 2 new laptops and printers to hire out to Bromley Registered Childminders to provide access to the website for those not owning their own computer. We have downloaded the entire site onto each laptop. Childminders wishing to hire a laptop and a printer will need to provide a refundable deposit and pay a small fee for the 3 week loan period. Each set of equipment will come with a set of easy to follow instructions and for those new to using a computer technical support form a committee member.


If you know of any Bromley Childminders who would like to hire the laptop and printer please ask them to contact us.





Promo Cards


We have had 10,000 promotional cards printed to be distributed around the Borough to promote Childminding and BCMA. A copy of this card was included with your Year Book. We are asking for Childminders to help us distribute these to Health Centres, Doctors and Dentists surgeries, pre-Schools, Churches, Businesses etc. If you are willing to help distribute please contact us.
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