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         Electronic Newsletter Issue 17

June 2007

Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!

Early Years Foundation Stage

BCMA are delighted to launch their first set of pages written to introduce the new framework and to offer support to Childminders. 

The pages include an overview of the welfare requirements, guidance on planning and recording observations. There are different planning documents to download and use in your own setting along with completed samples to give you ideas. The observation page contains ideas on ways to record your own observations. Additional pages will be added over the coming months providing further guidance and support. Existing pages referencing the National Standards and the Birth to three framework/Foundation Stage Curriculum will remain on the website until September 2008 when the new Early Years Foundation Stage becomes mandatory.

BCMA have heard from Childminders confused as to when they should implement the new framework. The Government’s website Teachernet quotes ‘From September 2008, providers will be inspected by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006. Ofsted will have regard to the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage booklet when they are carrying out their inspections.’ Childminders need to consider that they could be inspected in September 2008, and how they will evidence their planning and observations if they haven’t already started prior to September 2008. The long introduction to making the framework mandatory provides Childminders with the opportunity to try out different types of planning and recording observations prior to the official introduction. Childminders should not feel intimidated by the EYFS; it is purely a new document that brings together lots of existing frameworks and standards, building on what is already in place.

We would very much appreciate your feedback on the new pages, what you have found helpful and what you would like to see added in future EYFS pages. If you already do planning and observations and would like to share your methods on the BCMA website then please do get in touch. 
If you already have a copy of the framework, you will shortly be able to test your knowledge using our online Early Years Foundation Stage quiz!

National Childminding Week

This years National Childminding Week is the 16th June to 23rd June with the theme "Supporting Families"
We will shortly be publishing a page on the BCMA website with ideas on how childminders might like to celebrate the week. We would very much like to hear from any childminders, whether in Bromley or from around the country, on how you are planning on celebrating National Childminding week, so that we can include them on our ideas page. Email us at info@bromleycma.org.uk 
 

Survey

Thank you to all those of you who completed our online survey. If you haven’t then this is your last opportunity as it will be closing on 10th June. We will then be publishing the results on the website and announcing the winner of the Kidpremiership book.

BCMA supporting Early Years Fun Day 30th June

BCMA are planning on having a pitch at the Bromley Early Years Fun Day event to celebrate Sure Start Month in June. We would very much like to hear from Childminders who would be interested in helping to run the promotional stand with BCMA and help to raise the profile of Childminding in Bromley. If you are available, even if it is only for an hour to lend a hand, then please contact us.

Bouncy Castles and Inflatables

With the nice weather we have been expereincing recently the bookings for the bouncy castles and inflatables has risen. If you would like to book one of these resources for a week during the coming weeks please contact us as soon as possible in order to avoid disappointment.

Together we can make such a difference to 

Childminding in Bromley 

info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
1

