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         Electronic Newsletter Issue 14

March 2007

Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!

Website’s 1st Birthday

In February we celebrated the first Birthday of the Website and the number of visitors has now well exceeded 10,000. We would like to thank everyone who has left messages on the guest book and emailed us over the last year. Your feedback is very important to us.

Year Book 2007

We have received lots of positive feedback about the Year Book. A copy was dispatched to all Bromley Childminders last month, however a coloured PDF version is available to download from the website for those outside the borough. We have a limited number of additional copies available for anyone to purchase.  The cost is £2-50 including postage. Please contact us via email info@bromleycma.org.uk or by telephone 0208 777 7559 if you want to order a copy.

CD ROM

Do you not have a Broadband connection? If you are dialing up the Internet then you may find that it takes a while to download some of the documents and this can become frustrating and expensive. We have now produced copies of all the downloads onto a CD Rom that is available to buy at the cost of £5, including postage. Please let any fellow Childminders know that are not linked to the Internet but have access to a computer as they may be interested in purchasing a copy too. For further information please contact us by email info@bromleycma.org.uk or by telephone 0208 777 7559

Laptop and printers

We have recently purchased 2 new laptops and printers to hire out to Bromley Registered Childminders to provide access to the website for those not owning their own computer. We have downloaded the entire site onto each laptop. Childminders wishing to hire a laptop and a printer will need to provide a refundable deposit and make a suggested donation for the 3 week loan period. Each set of equipment will come with a set of easy to follow instructions and for those new to using a computer technical support form a committee member.

If you know of any Bromley Childminders who would like to hire the laptop and printer please ask them to contact us.

Promo Cards

We have had 10,000 promotional cards printed to be distributed around the Borough to promote Childminding and BCMA. A copy of this card was included with your Year Book. We are asking for Childminders to help us distribute these to Health Centres, Doctors and Dentists surgeries, pre-Schools, Churches, Businesses etc. If you are willing to help distribute please contact us.

News items added to web

· Ann Glover BCMA Chair celebrates 25 years of Childminding

· Support group for Childminders studying for Certificate in Early Years Practice

· Bromley Network Childminders Celebrate Approval of Networks

· Events-Childcare Choices organised by Bromley Early Years

· Events-Full of Beans organised by Bromley PCT/NHS

A new page all about malleable materials has also been added to the site. It can be found linked to the Creative page and contains recipes to make your own playdough. It shows how playing with malleable materials benefits the children with links to both the Foundation Stage Curriculum and the Birth to three matters framework. Another creative page has also been added this week to give you some ideas for celebrating St George’s Day on 23rd April.

The first Every Child Matters Outcome ‘Helping Children Stay Healthy’ is now a web page on the site. It provides lots of ideas and good practices to help you meet the Outcome, from policies and procedures to have in place through to craft ideas to help the children learn about personal hygiene and making good food choices.

The other four Outcomes will be added to the site over the coming weeks. If you have any good practices for these pages please do email us and then we can share them with others. 

New Downloads

This month we have added the following downloads to the site. They can be found either on the policies and procedures page or on the Download page.

· Special Needs policy

· Head Lice policy

· Childhood imunisations

· Vaccine information sheet

If you have any ideas for more policies, permission forms or information/fact sheets for parents please let us know.

Your Local Page

Some of the Satellite sites now have a ‘Your Local Page’ with links to websites of the schools in that area, weather report and the latest news on the BCMA website.

Competition

The competition has now closed and we will shortly be posting the winning entry on the website.  Another opportunity to enter a free competition and win a book from the kidpremiership range will be launched shortly.

Bouncy Castles

We have already stared taking bookings for the bouncy castles for the coming months. If you are a Bromley Childminder and wish to hire one of the castles/inflatables during the school holidays or summer months, we strongly recommend that you book now to avoid disappointment.

We have received several enquires recently from childminders wishing to pay for Year books, Contact books, CDs etc using a credit card. We regret that at present we are unable to accept any other form of payment than Cheques or postal orders, and cash if not via the post. We are investigating how we could take debit and credit cards in the future without incurring additional costs to the Association.

Birth to three matters

A Bromley Childminder recently emailed Dfes to request a copy of the Birth to three matters framework pack and received the following response.

‘The Birth to Three Matters framework is being superseded and is therefore no longer available to order in hard copy.  The Framework is to be replaced by the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  EYFS is the new regulatory and quality framework for the provision of care and education for children between birth and the academic year in which they turn five (0-5).  EYFS will build on and replace the existing statutory Curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage, the non-statutory Birth to Three Matters framework and elements of the regulatory frameworks in the National Standards for Under 8s Daycares and Childminding.  EYFS materials will be published in the middle of March.
Birth to Three Matters framework is still available to download via the below web link: 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/foundation_stage/940463/ 
You can view/download other DFES frameworks on the following website: 
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/ ‘

As soon as the new framework is launched, BCMA will be looking to update the website to reflect the new framework and put together additional information to help support childminders. Please bear with us during this time.
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