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April 2007

Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!

EYFS published on the web

The long awaited Early Years Foundation Stage documents were published on the Internet on 13th March. Visit our new page for an overview of the framework, documents and a link to the DfES official site. Local Authorities will distribute packs, containing the 24 Principles into Practice Cards, CD Rom and 2 booklets over the coming weeks.

Foundation Degree at Bromley College

If you are considering doing a higher-level qualification then you may be interested in the new Foundation Degree starting at Bromley College in September. For further information see the News page of the BCMA website.

New ‘Caring for school aged children’ page

With the introduction of the Extended Schools programme and more breakfast clubs and after school clubs setting up, Childminders need to be able to offer a quality service to compete. This new page will provide you with ideas on how to work with older children and their families.

Survey

We have set up an online survey on the website. It only takes a couple of minutes to complete. You don’t have to leave your name or contact details, but those who do will be entered in a draw for a book from the Kidpremiership range. The results will be published on the web. Your views and suggestions will help us to improve the site and develop new pages focussed on what support you need. 

Launch of Every Parent Matters

DfES have produced a new document ‘Every Parent Matters’. Go to our News page for a link to download and view the document, or order a hardcopy from DfES.

Ofsted latest figures 

Ofsted have again produced a profile of all the childcare in the country, which has been inspected under the new inspection framework. Once again Bromley’s Childminders are well above the National Average. For the full story go to the News page.

OU Group results

BCMA were delighted to hear the results of the Bromley Childminders studying for their Certificate in Early Years Practice with the Open University. At the time of producing this Newsletter, most had received their results for their first Tutor Marked Assessment with all passes, ranging from 63% to 93% (40 % pass mark)

BCMA have organised group support sessions for the Childminders where they have the opportunity to discuss the course content and gain help in writing their assignments. If you are considering doing a qualification then please visit the Training and Qualifications page or contact BCMA for further information.

Updated Drop-In page
The Bromley Early Years Drop-In dates have been updated on the website. 

Enhanced Listings

Are you advertising your service on one of our satellite sites covering the Borough of Bromley? Have you considered an ‘enhanced listing’? For a small donation to BCMA you can have an enhanced listing where you can add additional details about your service. Visit a satellite site to see how this could help to promote your business to new parents. These sites are now receiving high numbers of visitors and this has resulted in Childminders obtaining work. For example the Orpington area site has had over 2400 visitors since it was launched a year ago.

If you are a Childminder in a Borough neighbouring Bromley then you can advertise on our outer borough site for a donation of £5. Please see ‘How to find a Childminder’ Other Areas for further information. We regret that we are unable to offer this service to boroughs other than those listed.
Full of Beans Resource Pack

If you were unable to attend the recent Full of Beans event organised by the Bromley PCT to support childcare to provide nutritious food for their children then you will shortly be able to download a copy of the Resource pack from the BCMA website.

The pack contains lots of information on healthy eating, menu planning, special diets and how to involve parents.

Thanks

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking Laurence Wright who has been our Parent Representative on the BCMA committee for the last 3 years. He has now stepped down from the committee and his contribution will be missed. 

If you have a parent who might be interested in becoming our parent representative we would love to hear from you/them. We feel that it is really important to have a parent’s input into our work.

BCMA is only a small committee of volunteers and we would love some more people to join us and help lighten our load. If you are interested in joining or just helping out now and then please do get in touch…..

Together we can make such a difference to 

Childminding in Bromley 
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