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Electronic Newsletter Issue 31
August 2008
Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
New EYFS Pages Added
This month we have added the following pages:

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

Creative Development

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The pages on Learning and Development also include sample observations. These show how an observation links to an aspect of the framework and possible next steps.
Do check the site regularly as more pages are often being added. 
With just less than a month before the EYFS framework becomes mandatory have you considered how you are going to record the observations and planning for the children in your care? Visit our EYFS pages for lots of downloadable sample sheets and our Payments Centre to purchase ‘Look, Listen and note’ observation books and Planning books.
 

BCMA AGM Reminder- Only a few places left!
Our AGM is booked for Thursday 4th September 2008.We are delighted to announce that Jane Cole has kindly agreed to be our keynote speaker again this year. Last year she was a great inspiration to the childminders who listened to her introduction the Early Years Foundation Stage. This year her focus is on ‘capturing the moment’ Looking at how childminders can effectively record their observations. For further details visit the website. Places will be limited and you will need to book a place in advance. Please do consider becoming involved in the work of BCMA. We are a small committee, but we are making a great difference to childminding both in Bromley and Nationally. Why not join us? 
News
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]ncma



   Ofsted publish ‘Are you ready for your inspection?’
Ofsted also publish Self-Evaluation form and guidance, both in downloadable format to enable it to be completed by hand and an online version.

NCMA publish a new EYFS publication that is to be mailed out to all Childminders.
 For further information on all these items see the News page of the website. 
Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme.
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6th August National Playday Every day is hopefully full of play, but this National event highlights play. This year’s theme is ‘Give us a go!’ and is aimed at giving children the opportunity to take some risks by being given more challenging and adventurous play. For more information visit

http://www.playday.org.uk/
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8th August Olympic Games begin in Beijing. A great opportunity to organise some sporting events, craft activities around the five linking rings symbol and learn about life in another country.

13th August National Left Handers Day! A great fun way to teach children about inclusion. Visit their website for ideas http://www.lefthandersday.com/
24th August Notting Hill Carnival. Why not organise your own carnival. The children will have great fun converting the ‘ride-ons’ into floats! Bring in some cultural music, clothes and food!

Together, 
we can make such a difference 
to Childminding in Bromley
info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
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