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Welcome to our first electronic Newsletter of the New Year. This year promises to be busy with preparations for the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage and results of the current consultations to be released.  We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
Childcare Act 2006: Future Approach to fees and subsidies – consultation

On 21 November 2007 the DCSF launched their consultation into a proposed new fees structure for the Early Years Register (EYR) and Ofsted Childcare Register (OCR). 
How do you feel about the proposed changes? Why not complete our on line survey.

It will take just a couple of minutes to complete and you don’t have to leave any contact details. We will be passing all the results to the DCSF before the end of the consultation period. Follow the link from the ‘what’s new’ box on the home page of the website.

EYFS Planning Booklets

Following the success of our Look, Listen and Note booklets, designed to support Childminders in recording observations on their minded children for the EYFS framework, we have been working on a new booklet. This booklet has been designed to help Childminders to record activities, why they planned them, how they link to the six areas of Learning and Development and an evaluation. They are now available in packs of 5 via the website and individually via the Drop-In Sessions around the Borough. 
For more details visit our online payment centre.

EYFS Training

BCMA is delighted to be working in partnership with The Bromley Adult Education Centre to deliver EYFS Training. This training has been written especially for home based childcare providers and will be delivered at the Adult Education Centres around the Borough. It is a five week course with each session being two and a half hours long. BCMA are offering Bromley Childminders to part fund the cost of the course. For further information and to book onto a course please visit the EYFS Training page. Follow the link from the ‘what’s new’ box on the home page of the website.

Congratulations

BCMA would like to congratulate the Bromley Childminders who have recently successfully completed their qualifications with the Open University. Completing any qualification is a great achievement, but working full time, caring for a family, English as a second language, having a baby during the course and being dyslexic were just some of the additional challenges faced by the Childminders, making these achievements even more remarkable. For more details visit the News page.

News
Visit the News page for information on the Government’s new Children’s Plan and to read the articles written by Ann Glover (BCMA Chair) and Janet Humphries (BCMA Committee Member) in the January issue of Childcare magazine on EYFS. 

If you would like to help us fund the website then why not raise money for Bromley Childminding Association just by searching the web?
everyclick.com is an internet search engine with a big difference - it donates half its revenues to charity.
Please go to http://www.everyclick.com/uk/bromleychildmindingassociation and click on the "make home page" link so that you can help Bromley Childminding Association every time you search the web. 
It does not cost us, or you, a penny so please use it - and pass this message on! 
Together, 
we can make such a difference 
to Childminding in Bromley
info@bromleycma.org.uk     020 8777 7559    www.bromleycma.org.uk
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