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July 2007

Welcome to our latest electronic Newsletter. We will be sending out these every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!

Early Years Foundation Stage

In our last Newsletter we suggested that Childminders could start to implement the new EYFS framework now in preparation for the official implementation in September 2008. This statement has been challenged and it was implied that Childminders implementing it early would fail an Ofsted Inspection. Ann Glover, BCMA Chair has contacted both the Department for Education and Skills and Ofsted seeking clarification of the position. BCMA has received email responses from both Departments. DfES response states ‘After all the principles of EYFS are the essence of all good quality early years provision so there is no need to wait until next year to implement them.’ And they went on to say ‘I commend you for seeking to help childminders familiarise themselves with the EYFS through your website.’ Ofsted will be producing an official statement on their website shortly also confirming that it is acceptable to implement the framework before September 2008. We hope that this will clarify the position for all Childminders and those who support them.

We have launched further pages to support the new framework focusing on the third principle, Enabling Environments. Additional pages will be added throughout the year.

We have now produced an observation booklet based on the new EYFS. Each book is designed to record short observations on a child, links to the framework and next steps. It includes information on doing observations, the EYFS and Early Learning Goals. It will be a great way to share the child’s development and progress with Parents and to evidence to Ofsted at inspections that you are implementing the framework effectively. The booklets are available to Bromley Childminders and to others outside the Borough. Please visit our online payments Centre on the website for further details.
 
Early Years Fun Day- 30th June

BCMA had a pitch at the Bromley Early Years Fun Day. Unfortunately the event was not that well attended, as the weather was so bad. The pitch included feed the teddies, hook a duck and  football. Balloons, frisbees, trolley coin key rings and pencils all personalised with the BCMA details were given to those attending to help promote childminding in the borough.  The colouring competition closes on the 15th July, so if you picked up a copy please ensure that completed entries are returned to the BCMA PO Box Address by then.

 

Ofsted latest figures

Ofsted have released the latest inspection figures for the period between 01 April 2005 and 30 March 2007 and once again Bromley Childminders have excellent results. For a full report and figures see the News Page on the BCMA website.

.
Email scam

We have been contacted by a couple of Childminders as they have been approached by people pretending to be looking for childcare but are actually wanting to involve the childminder in a fraudulent financial transaction. This has happened several times in the past and we have therefore re run the news item, in the hope that it will prevent any Childminders getting caught out. Please look on our News page.

New Environment page

We have published a new web page on how to make your childminding setting into an environmentally friendly one. This will help you to meet the Every Child Matter Outcome, Making a Positive Contribution. We aim to bring you some ideas on how to reduce the amount of energy your setting uses, ways to involve the children and have fun. 

New Links page

A new Links page is currently under construction and will be published shortly. We are hoping to list useful websites on all aspects of Early Years Care and Education. We would very much welcome addresses of any sites that you have used and found beneficial.

Together we can make such a difference to 

Childminding in Bromley 
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