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Birth to three matters-Information for Parents

It is now a requirement that all childminders understand and use the Birth to three matters framework. The pack, available free from Dfes at www.dfes.gov.uk  contains a poster, booklet, video, CD rom and 16 laminated cards covering the components. Parents may well have heard of the framework but it is unlikely they will have had the opportunity to look at the pack. We have received several queries from childminders asking what information on the framework can they give to parents and many felt that for busy working parents to be presented with the pack may be too much. In the summer of 2005 the Department for education and skills teamed up with supermarket chain ASDA to produce a series of 29 free pamphlets to help parents. One of these leaflets ‘Your child’s Learning and Development’ contains lots of information on the Birth to three matters framework and the Foundation Stage Curriculum. It is well presented with some fun cartoon pictures. It also contains a list of useful websites for further information.

You can download a copy of this 20-page booklet from  

· 
Your child's learning and development 0 to 5 - download (.pdf) 
(help) (PKHEY1) 

or you can order a copy of this book or any of the other 28 different titles by telephone, fax or email quoting the references alongside the booklet titles. Tel: 0845 60 222 60, Fax: 0845 60 333 60, Minicom: 0845 60 555 60 or email: dfes@prolog.uk.com. For the full list of book titles and their codes go to

http://www.parentscentre.gov.uk/news/?asset=News&id=21485
Why not obtain some copies to give to parents when you discuss the framework with them. It will help them understand why you are recording simple observations and planning on how to extend their child on to the next level of development. It will also demonstrate to Ofsted that you are using the framework and working in partnership with parents to keep them informed.

