In March 2008 the Children's Directorate of Ofsted held a series of four briefings on the Early Years Foundation Stage for all local authorities in England. This set of four presentations gives the details of briefings and are available to view from the following link:

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/portal/site/Internet/menuitem.eace3f09a603f6d9c3172a8a08c08a0c/?vgnextoid=5edd6acd4c999110VgnVCM1000003507640aRCRD
Some of the main points from these presentations are as follows:

· ‘In the period between now and September, Ofsted will continue to carry out inspections under the current framework, although the main inspection programme finished at the end of March. Ofsted will inspect those providers where there is a prompt to inspect – inadequate judgements, change of manager, complaints, post-registration inspections − and if there is any spare capacity, reinspection of some providers judged as satisfactory.’

· ‘There is a continued focus on outcomes for children, including for the first time judgements on economic well-being. This judgement focuses on how well settings help children develop skills for the future: it mainly concerns how children are helped to become independent learners, how they are helped to develop literacy and numeracy skills and how well their personal, social and emotional development is promoted.
· Inspections will continue to have at their heart ‘what is it like for a child here’ but with an increased focus on the whole development of children, including their learning and how experiences for a child across the different settings which deliver the EYFS, complement each other.’

· The inspection grades will remain the same: outstanding; good; satisfactory and inadequate – with two types of inadequate based on willingness and capacity to improve.

· Inspection reports will also look different. Inspectors will convey inspection judgements in a table called a record of judgments at the end of the report. 
· How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the EYFS?
· How effectively are children helped to learn and develop?

· How effectively is the welfare of children promoted?

· How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

· This will not contain explicit judgements in the text. Instead the text will convey the quality of the outcomes for children, the organisation of the provision and the reasons for the judgements.
· Where childminders have no children on roll and Ofsted has to inspect to meet its legal obligations then our proposal is not to give any grade but to give a judgement on continued registration.

· Ofsted wants the self-evaluation form to be available online and as a paper copy so providers can complete it in the way they are most comfortable with.
· Ofsted anticipates that the self-evaluation form will go live in online and paper copy form, for all providers who want to complete it in late June or early July. 
Over the next few months BCMA will be publishing additional support on the website on completing the Self Evaluation Forms and the Ofsted Inspection process. 
