Bromley Mencap

Childminding Networks
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Bromley Mencap provides NCMA, ‘Children Come First’ Quality Assured Networks of Childminders who are able to provide childcare for children with a learning disability.  Some children may also have physical or medical needs.  
Case Study:

L is a very happy and contented little girl aged 4 years old.  She has global delay which means she learns at a slower rate.  She also has poor vision and no speech with limited communication.  L makes sounds and has facial expressions. She is always smiling and laughing.  She has only been walking for about a year and possibly because of poor vision is still a bit unsteady on her feet!
T who has been a childminder on our network for about 2 years has provided respite for L’s family for about 6 months.  She cares for L one day a week.

L has a baby sister and being able to spend quality time with her childminder and the other two 4 year olds she childmind’s on a regular basis means she has lots attention with lots of stimulation. This also means that L’s sister benefits from the service as it enables her Mum to spend quality time bonding with the baby knowing that L is happy and being well cared for.  
T takes all the children to a toddler group and they love going to the park, L doesn’t always join in but get a lot of pleasure watching the other children.

The childminder has attended training days on Makaton signing, she signs to all the children as she speaks to them which means this is a skill they are also learning; enabling them all to communicate with each other.
Being part of the network ensures that the childminders have the support they need when they need it.  As coordinator my job is to match the children with childminders and provide support to enable them to meet the needs of that child.  This can be by visiting them and being present until they have the confidence to care for the child on their own, and by arranging additional group or individual training. I provide ongoing support with the childminders knowing they can reach me by phone if they need anything

If you are interested in joining the Network you need to first of all attend a preparation course.   Run over 6 Monday evenings and 1 Saturday, it is designed as a “taster” of the many topics that can be addressed when looking at the care of children with a learning and or physical disability or health care needs. The sessions are friendly and informal.  You will not be required to take notes or be tested. Following successful completion of the preparation course if you wish to join the Network you will need to undertake an ‘Initial assessment’ with the Network Coordinator. 

For further information please contact:

Carol Harris 

Bromley Mencap Childminding Network Coordinator, 

Phone:  020 8466 0790 or email: carol.harris@bromleymencap.org
.  

