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	Welcome to the local authority bulletin

This follows on from the two bulletins we sent in June and August 2008.  In this bulletin you will find out about new factsheets Ofsted has published, about our expectations for childminders delivering the Early Years Foundation Stage and about a new system we will use to give information about registered childcare providers to local authorities.
We hope you find this useful.  If you have any questions please email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Requirements for policies, record keeping and assessment relating to childminders delivering the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) - 

The introduction of the new registers and the accompanying frameworks, has led to some anxiety from childminders about being able meet certain requirements. The regulatory burden has changed with the introduction of the new registers but overall the burden has not increased. Childminders are not expected to keep any additional documents for the EYFS.

We are concerned that some childminders feel that there is an increased burden on them in relation to the amount of paperwork they are expected to complete to deliver the EYFS. Our expectations are based on the legal requirements set out in the EYFS. 

Ofsted expectations

The EYFS specifically excludes childminders from keeping written policies and procedures except where the specific legal requirements relate to childminders as well as other childcare. These requirements are few in number and include the EYFS profile (where applicable), a written record of medication administered and a record of accidents and first aid treatment. In general the requirements are no different to the previous National Standards. In addition we have asked that childminders consider completing a self-evaluation form. This is not mandatory but we believe it is an important tool in helping childminders reflect on what they do and make improvements where necessary.

When we inspect childminders we do not expect them to provide additional documents to deliver the EYFS, other than those they must hold by law.  We list the required written records in our booklet Are you ready for your inspection.  All providers were sent a copy of this document in July 2008 or with their registration certificate if they have registered since July 2008.

In addition to Are you ready for your inspection we are also producing a series of factsheets which are designed to provide short, sharp, clearly focussed information on our interpretation of aspects of the EYFS and Childcare Register requirements. We intend to publish one on record keeping and paper work shortly. 
Records 

Childminders must keep the following records:

· for each child, their name, home address and date of birth

· for each child, the name, home address and telephone number of their parent

· the name, home address and telephone number of every person living or working on the premises on which childcare is provided (or the part of the premises where the childcare is held), 

· a daily record of the hours of attendance of each child

· a record of accidents that occur on the premises

· a record of any medicinal product administered

· the date and circumstances of any medicinal product administered and who it was administered by

· a record of a parent’s consent for the administration of any medicinal product 

· a record of the risk assessment.

Policies

Early Years Register:

· childminders must have policies relating to the legal requirements but do not have to have these in writing unless the requirements do not exclude childminding  

· childminders must be able to demonstrate at inspection that policies are in place and that these are clear to parents and any assistants. If the childminder chooses not to keep written policies they will need to demonstrate that they have effective policies at inspection. 

Childcare Register: 

Childminders must hold three written policies: 

· a written statement for safeguarding children 

· a written statement of procedures to be followed in relation to complaints

· a written record of any complaint, the outcome of the investigation and any action taken.

Childminders who are on both registers must ensure that they meet the requirements of each register at all times.

Assessment 

We do not require childminders to have written plans or to make extensive written assessments about children. We do expect childminders to give parents and other providers where children are receiving the EYFS some feedback in relation to children’s learning and development, using the sort of methods many childminders have used for some time – shared diaries, discussion and so on. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

New fact sheets on the internet

Since our last bulletin we have issued the following fact sheets on our website.  

Administration of medication to children in registered childcare (February 2009)

This fact sheet explains our interpretation of the legal requirements for the administration of medication to children in registered childcare. 

Registering school-based provision (January 2009)

In September 2008 the requirements for registering childcare provided directly by state-maintained and independent schools changed. This fact sheet sets out our approach to judging whether childcare provided directly by a school needs to be registered with us and the issues that we take into account.

Delivery of the EYFS in out-of-school provision (January 2009)

This fact sheet explains the legal requirements for delivering the EYFS in out-of-school provision and our approach to judging what we expect from early years providers at inspection.

Common core skills and knowledge (January 2009)

This fact sheet explains the common core skills and knowledge. The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are that at least one person must have had training in the common core skills and knowledge or hold a relevant level 2 qualification.

Committee-run registered childcare provision (January 2009)

Many pre-schools, holiday playschemes, out-of-school clubs and other types of childcare are run by committees that often involve parents. This fact sheet has important information about the roles and responsibilities of members of committees whose function is the provision of childcare.

Exemption from the learning and development requirements (September 2008)

This fact sheet explains the types of exemptions that may be granted from the learning and development requirements of the EYFS and it includes some questions and answers about the implications of an exemption if you are applying for registration on the Early Years Register or for your inspection if you are already registered.

The requirements of the Early Years Register (September 2008)

This fact sheet lists the requirements of the Early Years Register.

Register guidance: childminders (September 2008)

This fact sheet provides guidance about the registers for childminders.

Register guidance: childcare provider on non-domestic or domestic premises (September 2008)

This fact sheet provides guidance about the registers for childcare providers on non-domestic or domestic premises.

The next steps (September 2008)

This factsheet explains what happens next when an inspection finds that a provider registered on the Early Years Register is judged to be delivering inadequate care and learning and when a provider registered on the Childcare Register is not complying with the requirements of the register. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Guidance for inspectors

There is now a section in the childcare pages of our website which lists the guidance documents that our inspectors use.

Guidance for inspectors


	………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Information System for Parents and Providers
Ofsted has a duty to give information about registered childcare providers to local authorities to assist them in their duties to provide information, advice and assistance to providers, parents and children or young persons.

We currently give this information to local authorities through their family information services using a company called Opportunity Links who hold a contract with the Department of Children, Schools and Families to do so. This contract is due to end in September 2009, and a project to set up alternative arrangements is in place.  A new system called the Information System for Parents and Providers (ISPP) will replace the current arrangements.

We intend to start a phased roll out starting from June 2009 to around 50 local authorities a month. To do this we will provide the data we are required to give by law to all local authorities using the new system, as well as providing it through Opportunity Links and run the two systems in parallel until the end of September 2009. 

We are also asking each local authority to decide when they wish to stop using the Opportunity Links system and change to only using the new one. When each local authority has decided they should let us know when they wish to start receiving the data by 5 May 2009 at the latest. Local authorities should let us know by email sent to the ISPP Project Manager - Liz Heaver at eheaver@Ofsted.gov.uk When each local authority has let us know we will arrange to give them details of how to get the new data file and guidance on how to connect to our data using a secure user ID and password.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



� Please see details in the section below about our new factsheet Administration of medication to children in registered childcare
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