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	London

	

	23 March 2007
For your information


Dear Childminder

Re Outbreak of Diarrhoea at Cannock House Nursery, Chelsfield 

There have been a number of cases of gastrointestinal illness reported at Cannock House Nursery, Chelsfield, BR6. The South East London Health Protection Unit (SELHPU) and Bromley Council Environmental Health Department are working with the nursery to investigate the illness. We are also working closely with the Director of Children and Young People Services on this matter.

Control measures have been put in place including closing the nursery. Children and staff are excluded from the nursery until given the all clear by us. They should not be attending other pre-schools either until they have been cleared.

Investigations into the cause are continuing. The features of the illness are suggestive of E coli 0157 infection. However preliminary results show salmonella infection in a number of children. This is not yet confirmed and it is possible there could be more than one cause. More results are expected later this week. 

You do not need to take any specific action in your school. However, as always, if you have any children with diarrhoea and vomiting, please report this to the SELHPU on 0207 716 7030. Children should not return to school until they have been well for 48 hours. 

Children who have siblings attending Cannock House Nursery should not be excluded unless they are unwell, or unless they are under five years old, in which case please contact the HPU for further advice. If any further action is required by your school, the SELHPU will contact you with appropriate advice and information.
Like most bacteria that cause tummy upsets these bacteria will spread from one child to another if hand hygiene is not good. Good hand washing is the key to prevention. Children should wash their hands with soap and dry them thoroughly after going to the toilet and before eating food. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us

Yours faithfully 

Sent by email

Dr Rachel Heathcock

Consultant in Communicable Disease Control and Proper Officer to London Borough of Bromley
























