                                             020 8313 4661

                                    fiona.kitchen@bromley.gov.uk



                                     Our Ref: ehts/co/fek



September 2006

Dear Madam

Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 on the Hygiene of Foodstuffs
Food Hygiene (England) Regulations 2006
I am an Environmental Health Officer employed by Bromley Council with responsibility for enforcing food hygiene legislation in food businesses.

I understand that you are a registered childminder within the London Borough of Bromley.  As a childminder, if you provide food for the children that you look after, you are deemed to be running a food business.  This means that you should comply with relevant food hygiene legislation.  To help you to ensure that you do this, I have enclosed a simple guide to food hygiene and infection control for childminders.  

Recent changes to the legislation mean that all childminders are now required to register as a food business with their local Environmental Health Department.  Registration is free and all you need to do is complete the enclosed form and return it in the pre-paid envelope.  

Although not a recent change, the legislation also gives food safety officers the power, at any reasonable time, to inspect parts of your house used to store or prepare food.  Inspections are not usually carried out at premises that are considered to present a low-risk to food hygiene, such a childminders.  However, to help me to assess this risk, would you kindly complete the enclosed questionnaire and return it to me in the in the pre-paid envelope.  This will help me to decide whether a visit should be made to your home and whether you would like further information or advice.

If you would like to discuss any of these matters, please telephone me on 020 8313 4661 on Mondays or Tuesdays or send an email to me at fiona.kitchen@bromley.gov.uk.

Yours faithfully

Fiona Kitchen

Fiona Kitchen (Mrs)

Environmental Health Officer 

