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B Childminders
The numbers of children for whom a childminder may care for are set out below. The numbers include the childminder’s own children or any other children for whom they are responsible, e.g. children who the childminder is fostering.  Any care provided for older children must not adversely affect the care of children receiving early years provision.

The numbers of children set out below represent the maximum number of children who may be cared for by a childminder at any one time. However, the maximum number of children who may be appropriately cared for by a particular childminder may be fewer than the maximum numbers given here. In all cases, Ofsted will make a judgement about the maximum numbers of children that a particular childminder may be registered to care for which will be set out in the conditions of registration. This judgment will be based on factors such as the amount of space available.

Where a childminder employs an assistant or works with another childminder, the same adult: child ratios apply for any additional children.
A childminder may care for:

· A maximum of six children under the age of 8;

· Of these six children, a maximum of three may be young children* (except where 4 and 5 year old children only attend the childminding setting for before and/or after school care care);and

· Normally, no more than one child may be under the age of 1, but

· A childminder may be registered to care for two children under the age of 1 where they are able to demonstrate that they can meet and reconcile the individual needs of all the children being cared for.


Exceptions to these ratios can be made for siblings and to provide continuity of care in certain circumstances approved by Ofsted, provided that the total number of children under the age of 8 being cared for does not exceed 6.

Guidance

Wherever possible, childminders should have attended a training course prior to or shortly after registration.  The training should be approved by the local authority and provides support for childminders in meeting and putting into practice the requirements of the EYFS.

Specific requirements

Childminders must have attended a training course within six months of registration and must hold a current paediatric first aid certificate at the point of registration

Childminders will not be expected to have written copies of these policies and procedures but will be expected to ensure that any assistants are aware of these policies and procedures, and that they are able to clearly define them for parents and others as and when requested
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