Childminder Policy on Social Networking
There are now a variety of different internet based social networks, for example, Facebook, My Space, Bebo and Twitters. Whilst these provide excellent means for communicating and sharing of information, they also can be used to bully, intimidate and cause problems.

Childminder Network Group

I am a regular user of the  (Insert Network Name) Childminder Network Group on Facebook. This enables me and my minded families to access information on the Network, communicate with other local minders and families and to exchange and share best practices and ideas.

However it is important that we all follow some simple guidelines to ensure that confidentiality is maintained for our families and that no one is made to feel embarrassed or bullied by the Group.

In order to achieve this we have established the following guidelines:

· All users will not refer to minded families by name

· All users will not discuss families personal information that might be used by others to identify them

· All users will respect the confidentiality of all other users 

· All users will be invited to join the group, thereby keeping the information supplied limited to those in the Network and their minded families

· Anyone abusing the Group or not following the guidelines will be removed from the group

· The Group will be regularly checked by an administrator and any inappropriate remarks will be removed

· All users are responsible for reporting inappropriate or abusive comments to the administrator 

· No swearing is permitted

· All users are reminded that the Group operates within an equal opportunities policy and therefore comments must respect others cultures, religions, gender, sexuality, social standing, class, ability etc

· All users posting ideas and best practices must declare the source of any materials if it is not their own

· Any comments that are made that raise concerns regarding safeguarding/child protection of a child(ren) will be reported immediately to social services

· Any comments that are made that raise concerns of a childminder’s practice, ie not meeting the welfare requirements will be reported to Ofsted.
All Childminders using the Group are reminded that this is a Network Group and that they are publicly representing their profession and should therefore ensure that their entries/comments are appropriate.

If you have any concerns regarding this policy please do not hesitate to contact me.

