BCMA Chairs Report  for year 2006/7

This is my third report as Chair of Bromley Childminding Association and once again there is much to report on.

The main support we have provided this year has been the BCMA website. It celebrated its first anniversary in February 2007 with just over 10,000 visitors. With increased publicity and high rankings on the search engines the number of visitors has increased dramatically and we have now had over 20,000 visitors. The satellite sites have also been very well used by both Childminders advertising their services and parents seeking childcare. Additional funds have been raised by some Childminders opting to pay a nominal fee for an enhanced listing.

	Website

Figures as at 2nd September 2007
	Unique Visitors since launch
	Childminders listed on satellite site

	Bromley Childminding Association
	23,206
	N/A

	Biggin Hill Childminders
	1,565
	13

	Bromley Childminders
	3,742
	46

	Chislehurst Childminders
	1,260
	21

	Coperscope Childminder
	876
	21

	Cray Valley Childminders
	707
	16

	Crystal Palace Childminders
	1,776
	42

	Hayes Childminders
	1,793
	32

	Keston Childminders
	1,118
	26

	Orpington Childminders
	3,282
	33


The website has continued to grow over the last year with additional pages on the new Early Years Foundation Stage added recently. The Department for Education and Skills wrote to BCMA saying ‘I commend you for seeking to help childminders familiarise themselves with the EYFS through your website’. The Online payment centre has proved to be very successful with Childminders able to purchase our publications and resources using either their own paypal account or credit/debit card. The on line survey gave us lots of valuable feedback on who is using the site and what they like and would like in the future. The website has also enabled us to raise funds, from sponsors, and Everyclick.

We have produced an electronic Newsletter every month, informing readers of any national or local news and additions to the website. This is now emailed out to over 500 childminders and other Childcare professionals. 

Our thanks go to Pat Myles for his excellent web design and support he has given in producing our other promotional literature and to Liz Hodgman, our Secretary for writing the material for the web and publications.

The website was featured in a full-page article in ChildCare magazine ‘Logging on for success’ in July. BCMA had already contributed to an article in the January edition on ‘our hopes and fears for 2007’. (These can be read on the news page of the BCMA website)

In January 2007 BCMA produced a Year Book containing lots of information and ideas for implementing the 5 Every Child Matter Outcomes in a home setting. The feedback received from this was very positive. It is now available as a Download from the website and the few remaining copies have been sold via the payment centre.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Observation Booklets have also proved to be exceptionally popular. They have been available to purchase individually from some of the Drop-Ins and in packs of 10 via the BCMA online payment centre.

We realised that not all Bromley Childminders had access to the Internet and therefore were not able to see the downloadable materials that BCMA had produced. We produced a CD Rom containing all the downloads and the key WebPages and purchased 2 laptops and printers to loan out to Bromley Childminders who were unable to access a computer.

BCMA have organised support sessions for the group of Childminders who have undertaken their E123 and some E124 Certificates in Early Years Practice (Level 4) with the Open University. The sessions have been well supported and all students have received good results so far. Many have already booked to go onto the next qualification next term.

BCMA organised an evening in November 2006 where Childminders could question Bromley Early Years on the proposals for new Breakfast Clubs that were being established. This evening was well attended by Childminders across the Borough, representatives from BEY, the NCMA and the Bromley EYDCP.

BCMA supported the Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service’s Fun Day on 30th June 2007 at Norman Park. Unfortunately it was very wet and so the event was not as well attended as the previous year, however BCMA were able to promote childminding in a positive way, giving out personalised freebies and promotional literature as well as having activities such as hook a duck, feed the teddies and a free colouring competition to entertain the young ones.

We have been able to support many Childminders via email and the BCMA landline. We have recently invested in a BCMA mobile telephone as many Childminders find this easier, being out and about with the children.

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Laurence Wright, who left the committee earlier this year. He had been the Parent Representative for BCMA for over 2 years, often attending the EYDCP committee meetings and was a great help at the large promotional events that we held in the parks.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has supported BCMA over the last year, but I would especially like to thank the main committee members who have given up so much of their own time to make everything possible, Claire Kelsey the Treasurer, Janet Humphries, Liz Hodgman, our Secretary and our web designer Pat Myles. We are looking forward to another exciting year with the Introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage and hope that more Childminders will come forward to help because together we can and are making such a difference to Childminding in Bromley.

Best wishes

Ann Glover

Chair BCMA

