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Electronic Newsletter Issue 40
  June 2009
Welcome to our fifth electronic Newsletter of 2009. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
News
We have added two new policies on the News page:

· Swine flu

· Social Networking

Both these policies have been requested by Childminders around the Country.We have also added some suggestions on content for a premises and security policy. If you have any ideas for new policies or documentation, please do get in touch.

We have also added items to the news page regarding the following:

· EYFS Questionnaire

· Ofsted question Childminding figures

· NEW Every Child Matters Website

· Gambado Offer

· Another Scam affecting childminders

· Contact Point Information

· Link to NCMAs latest Newsletter

· Teachernet publication for parents and carers

Reciprocal Childcare
We have been in contact with both the NCMA and Ofsted regarding reciprocal childcare, where one family look after another’s’ for a few days and then swap, avoiding paying for childcare but enabling both families to work. We had spotted two web based companies that were promoting this. Ofsted and the NCMA have responded that this practice is illegal if the children are being cared for over 2 hours, in someone else’s house and they are under 8s old. They are taking up the matter with the organisations, however the organisations are not liable, but the parents who provide/use the service are. We feel it is important to raise this issue as Parents may not realize they are actually breaking the law.
We apologise if you have experienced any delay in the service we provide, for example no Newsletter for May. Sadly three of our key committee members have had close family bereavements in the last few weeks and they have been rightly focusing on their family. I am sure you will join with me in sending condolences to Ann (Chair), Liz (Webwriter) and Becky (Webmaster). Please do bear with us over the next few weeks when we are sure that services will return to normal.

Together, 
we can make such a difference 
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