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Electronic Newsletter Issue 39
  April 2009
Welcome to our fourth electronic Newsletter of 2009. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
News
The Independent Safeguarding Authority have published the plans for registration. More information and a link to their website can be found on the news page. This will impact on all childminders and we anticipate that Local Authorities will publish advice to their own childminders nearer the time. 
Other items added on the News Page this month have included:

· Are you a childminding star?

· Ofsted’s Local Authority Briefing

· Ofsted’s Factsheet on administering medication

· Ofsted’s latest Newsletter

· NCMA’s latest newsletter

· Nutrition course from Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service

We have also added to the news page a link to a website that we feel may be of interest to all childminders. The Grub4life site offers a large number of free downloadable resources on all aspects of nutrition and healthy living. There is also a forum area, including a childminder forum where you can share info with childminders around the country on issues around healthy living. 
News published prior to the first April has now been moved from the News page and is on the 2009 Archived News Page found on the News Navigation Bar.

We have published a new page on FREE Online qualifications and training. These include ICT courses as well as qualifications in Diversity, Health and Safety etc. This page can be accessed via the Childminder Pages from the main navigation bar or the link in the News box on the front page.

Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme. To help with this we have developed a new document to record this information. See the News page for download and completed sample.
10th April

Easter. A great theme for crafts, from making bonnets, baskets, cards etc.

21st April

Queen’s actual birthday. Why not have a teddy bear/dolls birthday tea party to celebrate. Make paper crowns and decorate, table decorations, even make the cakes and sandwiches together. Lots of learning opportunities.
23rd April

St George’s Day. See the link on the Creative page of the BCMA website for ideas of activities to celebrate the day. (It is also Shakespeares’ birthday!)
24th April

In  1949 Sweet rationing ended in England. An interesting way of helping children learn about history! Make ration books, sweets and get books from the library about how life would have been during the war for the children.
26th April 

London Marathon. A great opportunity to promote physical exercise. For related craft activities make medals and collages of the race.

And finally Liz Hodgman, web writer and Becky Hodgman, webmaster are running the 5km fun run in Norman Park on 19th April dressed as Russian Dolls! Along with the rest of their family, they are running to raise funds for the Chernobyl Children’s Project  http://www.justgiving.com/RussianDolls 
Have a great Easter Holiday Break

Best wishes

The BCMA Committee
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