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Electronic Newsletter Issue 37
  February 2009
Welcome to our second electronic Newsletter of 2009. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
News
Thank you to everyone who has been sending in ideas for new policies and procedures and articles to be included on the website. We would like to take this opportunity to explain that BCMA do not recommend that Childminders use every policy and procedure listed on their website. These documents have been developed following requests from Childminders all over the country. Childminders need to develop their own portfolio of documentation that is applicable to their service. Several policies might be able to be abbreviated and included into one; many will not be needed at all.
This month we have added a policy on laminate flooring following a request from the Tamworth Childminding Group. 

Visit the News page for details of:

· EYFS Focus group organized by CUREE

· Dates for the Nutrition Sessions (Bromley Early Years and Childcare Service)

Our new Webmaster, Becky, is making some alterations to the website. One is that all new information is always listed as a News Item and then listed on its correct page. This is as a result of feedback from our web readers who are often finding it difficult to find new entries now the site is so large. Remember that you can also search the site using the Google Tool on the front page.
Outstandings

We now have a new Outstanding Childminder page on the Website. If you are a Bromley Childminder and have received an Outstanding grade from Ofsted since the introduction Of EYFS in September 2008 please let us know so we can add your name. For those who were graded Outstanding under the previous inspection window your details remain on the old Outstanding page which is accessed via the new page.
Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme. To help with this we have developed a new document to record this information. See the News page for download and completed sample.
Safe Internet Day 10th February

Talk to the children about safe use of the internet, maybe a good time to review your policy and share with parents. Don’t have a policy? Have a look at our sample one on the Policies page.
Teng Chieh(Yuen Sui) 9th February

The lantern festival marks the end of the Chinese New Year Celebrations and provides an opportunity for some creative lantern making.

National Chip Week 9th-15th February
Make real chips with the children! See how many different ways you can serve potatoes during the week! Opportunity to discuss healthy eating.
Valentine’s Day 14th February 

A great creative opportunity! Link into personal, social and emotional development.
Shrove Tuesday 24th February

Pancake day and the start of Lent. Pancake making, tossing and eating, trying out different fillings. Explain to the children the significance of the day. 
Mardi Gras  24th February


Carnival time! Purple, yellow and green themed activities. Shoe box floats and lots of music and dancing.
EYFS Quote

‘..it is important to remember that no plan written weeks in advance can include a group’s interests in a spider’s web on a frosty morning.....yet it is in these interest which may lead to some powerful learning.’

Did you make use of the snow as a learning opportunity? We would love to hear your stories and receive your photos. If we receive enough we will make up a spontaneous opportunities page!

A final thought for those of you who have had heavy snow this week:
‘If February give much snow

A fine summer it doth foreshow’

Together, 
we can make such a difference 
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