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Electronic Newsletter Issue 36
January  2009
Welcome to our first electronic Newsletter of 2009 and apologies for the delay in the emailing of this addition. We will be sending out Newsletters every time we have news that we need to share with you or when we have made major updates to the website. This way you can be sure you won’t miss anything happening in the world of childminding nationally and locally!
News
Thank you to everyone who has been sending in ideas for new policies and procedures and articles to be included on the website.
This month we have added a sample procedure for Emergency Evacuation, a Unexpected Closure of Setting Policy and a simple Baseline assessment form (to be completed with parents when a child first joins your setting so you can establish what they can do across the six areas of learning and development). All of  these can be found on the downloads/policies page.

If you have any ideas for the website please do let us know.

We have added another section to the Self Evaluation Form Page, this time covering ‘your setting’ and ‘views of those who use your setting’. See link on front page of website.

New Webmaster
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Grant Klopper who has been our webmaster for the last few months. He is now handing over his role to Becky Hodgman. Becky is our Web Writer’s daughter and is currently studying media at school so is very much looking forward to the challenge of keeping the BCMA website up to date. Please bear with us over the next few weeks while the site is handed over and Becky gets used to the software and systems. 

The Credit Crunch

With daily news reports of the closure of major retail outlets and other employers going into liquidation we would like to hear how childminders are coping with the credit crunch. Have you changed your pricing structure to become more competitive? Have you developed some new marketing strategies?
Outstandings

Congratulations to all the Childminders who have received an Outstanding grading since the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. There was a lot of negativity in the press that Childminders would be unable to cope with the new framework and would be forced to leave the profession, so it is great that Childminders are not only coping with it but really demonstrating their high level of quality care and education. We will be developing a new Outstanding page shortly to list the Bromley Childminders that have achieved an Outstanding grading under EYFS.
Ideas for Themes for the coming Weeks

Themes for the coming weeks. This will hopefully provide you with ideas for events, festivals and occasions that you might like to plan activities around with your minded children. We have received emails asking about themed planning and how this fits with EYFS and planning for the individual needs of the children. The themes are used as a simple framework for planning activities, the abilities, interests and needs of the individual child are then used to plan specific activities within the theme.
21st January 2009   Martin Luther King Day is a great way to introduce equal opportunities and to celebrate differences:

http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/mlk_day.htm have a lovely poem activity involving crayons.

25th January 2009   Burns Night. An opportunity for some food tasting, haggis, tatties, porridge etc! Make your own tartan by making stripes on paper with different methods of painting.
26th January 2009  Chinese New Year
This is a great festival to celebrate with children of all ages. For some great cooking and craft ideas visit:

http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/chinese_new_year.htm
Looking for something to do with the children during the February Half Term Holiday? Why not visit the SouthBank Theatre for their Children’s Literature Festival Imagine. For further information visit the News page on the website.

Together, 
we can make such a difference 
to Childminding in Bromley
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